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• EDITORIALS 

IS THE GESTAPO AT WORK HERE 
IN MOBILE! 


A young white man and a young Negro Man - mutual friends - 
were arrested one night last week by Mobile police officers. The 
"crime" involved was that they were walking together in the Roger 
Williams Homes' project toward the apartment of another friend 
they had planned visiting. 

To the minions of the law who were cruising in a squad car 
through the project at the moment and saw the two young men to¬ 
gether, this was an egregious offense. 

It seems that some members of our Police Department who 
have not been exposed to a friendship between normal human be¬ 
ings of so-called different races with like ideals and culture, can¬ 
not conceive of a white person and a Negro person becoming at¬ 
tached to one another with equal regard or esteem. 

Evidently because of a very limited social perspective, it was 
beyond the police officers' comprehension to understand that men 
of good will are usually devoid of prejudice centering around race 
or religion. 

One does not have to possess a great imaginative potential to 
realize the extent of abuse and derision to which the two young 
men were subjected at the time of their arrest and after being 
docketed at the Police Station. 

What charges could be placed against them for exercising their 
constitutional right to choose their own friends? Police were first 
istymied as to what accusation could be made against them but 
finally came up with "disorderly conduct" charges. What they 
were "disorderly" about still remains a mystery to us and will like¬ 
wise appear to others who are watching what sd&hf to be a ridi¬ 
culous effort in this instance to coerce, intimidate and brainwash 
our young people into surrendering their heritage to a racist philos- 
phy. 

Gestapo-like police tactics should be resisted in protests to our 
City Commission and the Chief of Police. 

Fortunately for Mobile, men with rational minds control ois S 
city and Police Department. We believe they will do their utmost 
to prevent Mobile from becoming a cesspool of venom and hate to 
ruin its fair name. 

Other cities where reckless racial policies prevail are creating 
an unfavorable impression for our country throughout the world. 


f 


Police “Shakedowns” Mav Be In Order 
To Curb Crime 

The city of Pemacola has adopted a curfew ordinance which 
drawl a time deadline of 11 o'clock at night for all youths of 
that community under 17 yean of age, unless accompanied by. 
a parent or guardian. 

Pensacola's Police Chief Crosby Hall has warned parents 
that the law will be enforced - and that they (the parents)'will 
be arrested If any child who violates the ordinance should be 
? caught on city streets after 11 P.M., if not accompanied by an 
adult as prescribed by the law. 

Mobile should carefully study the Pensacola experiment In 
an effort to determine the extent of its success. If the cur¬ 
few ordinance should reduce juvenile delinquency in the Flor- 
h Ida city, we would be optimistic about the effect of a similar 
'> law here. 

We believe that in many instances the patterns of behavior 
acquired by teen-agert in the age brackets of 12 to 16, may 
serve as a barometer as to the kind of men and women of to¬ 
morrow they will be, 

k , Persistent rumors link the Negro community here with dope 
| "pushers, " switch blade experts and pistol toters. Those of 

I * us who wish to have the mantle of leadership put around our 
if shoulders should do something in a tangible way to meet this 
t challenge - and at the same time prove that we are worthy of 
3 the laurels we seek. 

II Guarded information made availabe to us Indicates that the 
g "pusher 1 traffic exists in the Negro community almost with 

£ impunity. We have what has been deserfc ed as more than 
* our "share" of victims, who usually begin the tragic era of 
narcotic addiction by smoking "the weed" (marijuana ormar- 
£ lhuana). 

t The peddlers, we have been told, are usmlV those who 
may be classified as youths and young men. 

They also provide the Nation with the largest ratio of crime 
makers, involving homicides, manslaughter, and the like, 
which means they are the folks who more often may be found 
to carry the ’blade" (the switch-blade knife) and the "gat " 

(tn« pistol). ^ 

These two lethal weapons have taken a heavy toll of life 
am’'jg Negroes - here in Mobile and elsewhere throughout 
1 the N-dbn_. This stigma is one in the facets of indictments 
!- which give those opposed to the breaking down of segregation 
barriers a strong argument in defense of the status quo. 
e This problem is not going to be curbed by the present ap- 

a proach; it demands stern action from all of us. 

{m Civic groups should have the public re alii e the danger in¬ 
i' volved in the dope traffic and the nirying of concealed wea- 
f pons of iany kind by those who are rvide.ntly 'looking for trou¬ 
ble. " 

We should insist that oity officla- b launch an extensive 
re and vigorous campaign against the c-vils which bring dope *d- 
diction and high homicide rate to oiu 'immunity. 

-h Mobile needs an ordinance outlaw 'he selling of switch 

:h blade knives and police "shakedowns d be ordered., as 

probable effective steps to mitigate thb 
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CONVICTIONS IN FLORIDA RAPE CASE REPRE¬ 
SENT NEW PATTERN OF JUSTICE IN DEEP SOUTH 


In what we feel to be a realistic appraisal of the conviction 
with mercy verdict of an all-white Florida jury in connection 
with the rape of a Negro college co-ed by four white men, it 
is our opinion that a satisfactory judgement of punishment was 
rendered with the life sentence imposed on each Monday by 
Judge W. May Walker. * 

We sincerely hope that these white men will not be permit¬ 
ted to escape serving the actual life terms by technicalities 
which would permit them to go free after staying in prison on¬ 
ly a short period of time. 

The utilization of this form of strategy would again reflect 
a system of white-black justice which has set a mockery pat 
tern for our professed belief of rectitude. 

It is certainly rather significant that in Florida court annals 
only two white men convicted of raping Negitf girls and women 
have been imprisoned for periods consistent with the nature of 
the vrime committed. One was sentenced to life the other was 
sent up for 15 years. 

In contrast, 37 Negroes have already died in the electric 
chair at the Raiford prison for .rape during the past 25 years. 
Practically all died for allegedly att ac k i n g white women. 

It is reasonable to assume that some of these men were con¬ 
victed on weak circumstantial evidence tainted by race x pas¬ 
sion . 

Only one white man has died in the Florida death chair for 
rape - and that was in connection with an offense against a 
nine-year old white child. 

No white man has had to pay with his life in Florida for rap¬ 
ing a Negro child or woman. 

We are by no means satisfied to see Negroes go to the elec¬ 
tric chair on alleged rape charges, while Dixie justice invari¬ 
ably fails to mete out equal punishment to white rapists who 
violate the bodies of Negro women. 

Bat we agree with that segment of thinking which sees the 
conviction of the four whites who zaped the 19-year old girl, 
as a long step toward equal justice of the races in the courts. 

We ire not unmindful u s t l— W i d e and "■■H onai at ¬ 

tention fo cu se d on the cane might; have had something to do 
with the ortcome. 

Nevothelew, we land the courage of the p ros e ca t i on for its 
vigorous and —Wised demands far conviction -and we believe 
this result was achieved primarily because State Atty. Wiliam 
D. H opk ins would not let the race question sway him in the pea- 


of the judge - a vigorous 
sat, in oar opinion, a 


The prompt trial ap p ar e n t 


hew pattern of justice in tiro Deep 


I 


ARE NEGRO SHIPYARD 
WORKERS LOSING OUT 
IN MOBILE? 

( 

The plight of the Negro shipyard worker here was called t 
to the attention of John J. Grogan, international president of • 
the industrial Union of Marine and Shipbuilding Workers of A- < 
merica, when he was here last week. Mr. Grogan who spoke 

to the shipyard workers at the Alabama Dry Dock and Shipbuild 

ing Co. , Saturday, was guest of Local 18 of his union. 

Local 18 represents the shipyard workers at the ADDSCO 

plant. 

In a telegram to the IUMSWA president, the Alabama 
Gvic Affairs Ass hi., complained of "a protracted but constant 
decline in the nu mb er of Negro workers " Employed at the ship¬ 
yard here where his union is the bargaining agency. • 

’ The civic affairs ass'n., said the decline was notconsis- 1 
tent with the shipyard's total labor force, and that the situa¬ 
tion was being viewed with apprehension by sources attempt¬ 
ing a careful study of the problem. 

The protest also contended that the trend of a&at was de¬ 
scribed as Job discrimination would bring about 'the almost 
complete eli m ination of Negro workers at this shipyard within 
20 years, unless prompt action is taken to correct what appears 
to be policy of employment distinction based on race or color, 
Ihe civic group charges that in 1943 mere than 38 per 
cent of the more than 40,000 workers then employed in ship¬ 
building and ship repair here were Negroes, and that today less 
that 24 per cent of the active shipyard labor force of several 
t ho u sa nd are of the Negro group. ^ 

Many Negro shipyard workers accuse Local 18 of doing 

nothing tangible to assure equitable job opportunities for its 

Negro members and, as a consequence, few, if any, Negroes 
arc able to, get Jobs unless they had been previously employed 
at the shipyard. 

The charges are of a grave nature and we feel, aredcscr- 
viug of a thorough investigation to detemJnc chc truth of the 

if uxc actually believes in the principles of 

fairness and an equality of opportunity in employment, we arc 
!~vc "I that It will take steps to clear up the situation here in 
Woi.ile and wherever else there is justifiable suspicion oi jot. 
•iccrimination in shiuyards vhere this or.j.tni/.ifi. ,i represents, 
the workers. 


Politicians Must Be 
Curbed In Using Negro 
As Whipping Bey 

One of t hf cheapest and most degraded forma of skul¬ 
duggery is the use of the race question or a religious issue by 
political deznogogues seeking public office, as a springboard 
to election. 

We deplore the injection of race or religious prejudice 
against an individual for any purpose whatever, let alone a- 
gainct an entire group of people represerSing a segment of the 
Nation's citizenry. 

It sums up as poor Americanism, and the hate pedd¬ 
ler himself is devoid of the principles which make great men 
or statesmen. This is true regardless of how important he 
-may feel he is or the kind of office he : may unfortunately 
hold, for there are axioms or recognized truths which govern 
the lives of all men. And we say "unfortunately" hold be¬ 
cause such a p er s o n is a political charlatan and disgraces a 
public trust by inveigling with bitterness countless thousands 
of misguided and confused minds. 

Political hate hawkers thrive on their preachipei*s a- 
gairst Negroes - a favorite pastime in the Deep South. The 
colored group has been the victim of insults, half-truths, un¬ 
truths knd unvarnished pernicious lies, by ambitious but usud- 
ly base politicians. These men feel that they need know noth¬ 
ing about the fundamental principles of being governor of a 
state, or a U. S. Senator, or a supreme court Judge, and the 
like, to get elected - as long as they know the technique of 
preaching hatred against Negroes and pledge to keep this 
group in its "olsce. " This, of course, means to damn the Ne¬ 
gro forever and ever to a second clan ci tizen s hi p status. 

The radio and TV stations are two of the main sources 
of dissemination of the base po lit ical.diatribes against Negro 
cithoens or the Negro people. \ 

Pefcops a deluge of protests to the Federal Commuxxl- 
catknv Commlnion and demands upon Congress for new and 
effective laws to deal with this racial or religious hate pedd¬ 
ling abuse by politicians would afford part of the answer.* 

A program must be devekmc^ to errb the 

ftfjrfratfcM of little men • Co use the Negro or anyone else a? 
'a whipping ’*oy in their quest for power and gkxy. 


** t* o*=r co «-*> - f? V I o* a ma rs o S < 




(Photo by Cnrt« 1. WM) 
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let’s Take A Self Inventory 

Wc arc not proud of certain patterns of behavior which 
ase quite obvious in the Negro community. 

In attempting an analysis of the complexities in race re¬ 
lations, we cannot always truthfully contend that the spuri- ! 
ous and rather ridiculous issue of color almost invariably used 
by the rabid Negpophobes is the only point of controversy thai 
may be raised against us. 

A realistic appraisal of some of our shortcomings will re¬ 
veal that many of us make ourselves obnoxious by our fail¬ 
ure to adhere to lofty standards of community living. This is 
not to imply that one has to be wealthy, have a Harvard Un¬ 
iversity academic background or be a member of the Black 
Boirgeoftie. 

It does men, however, that one must realize the impor¬ 


tance of maintaining a respectable position in the communi¬ 
ty ir which he lives , with a full acceptance of the respon¬ 
sibilities of his heritage. 

Too many of us disregard thesq cardinal principles. A larg; 
segment docs not vote, will not read seriously , and gives lit¬ 
tle or no time in support of movements advocationg progress 
in community life. 

We are beset with the iniquities of the underprivileged 
who have been circumscribed by ghetto-like living condi¬ 
tions. We arc loud and boisterous, and many of us do not keep 
cxir bodies dean, wear soiled clothes with offensive odors, 
neglect our children in a hundred ways, Including that of an 
unwashed brow and an unkempt head of hair, and pave the 
way otherwise for a high juvenile delinquency’rate. 

likewise we congregate on the "Avenue" at the honky- 
- tools and other notorious joints with our *1>lade" in pocket, 
and sputter from a vocabulary of degraded‘and shocking pro¬ 
fanity. 

We are inclined to act the part of buffoons, discuss ob¬ 
streperously oxzr bittiness and other folks* as well on the city 
buses, andgo on the streets and to town improperly attired. 

Our failure to manifest emotional restraint has resulted in 
a high*homicide rate, numerous affrays other incident 
which have retarded our struggle for first class citizenship. 

In the face of these realities the Negro leadership fails in 
Its Arty to the people and the community when it remains 
smug and shows an fthaffr attitude toward this challenge 
of the times- 

These are f m ctn m that are hu r ti ng our civil rights fight for 

full eqtiatt* M»*tfce law. 
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"The Way Of Life” 

In Our Southland 

A Mobile Negro youth was denied enliitmeni in the Ala 
bunt National Guard last week apparently for no other rea¬ 
son than the color of his *kin. This youngster is a recent 
high school graduate and is intelligent, and quiet and sober 
in hit habits. 

We believe he would be an asset to the National Guard, 

• to hit state and hit country, if he werepermirted to enlist 
as a guardsman. 

Several other Negro youths, anxious to learn trades which 
ymvli better equip them to earn a decent livelihood, be¬ 
come better citizens, and to fit in the nation's defense pro¬ 
gram, have been denied the right to enroll as students at 
the State Vocational School on Fulton Road. 

These two deplorable examples of racism along with the 
numerous instances of discrimination against Negroes in 
other facets of public service and facilities, were createdby 
tragic so*Js whg are possessed with a dangerously morbid 
mental condition on the race question. They feel they are 
acting the role of heroes in raving, beating their breasts and 
shouting their defense of segregation as "a way of life. " 

In truth, they are pathetic flftatures, just like their mis¬ 
guided ; followers, who wsuld "swear to the death" for the 
evil cause of race hate aqd all it stands for which they e- 
spouse. 

These people are certainly showing that they are not good 
Americans nor dedicated to the principles of the Christian 
faith, for hating some one who has done them no wrong. 
They are also jeopardizing the national defense and security 
of our country by'denying to .azxy'cititen the right to ffimish 
his maximum potential of service or productivity to the 
safeguarding of our bulwarks as a nation. 

Their determinaion to depri ve Negroes of their basic 
rights as citizens is comparable to activities of the Fifth Col- 
umnists during World War II. 

i- They attempt . to defend the evil system of segregation 
° with the spurious cry of "mongreliration ", despite the fact 
- that the debauchery of Negro womanhood by white men has 

* been a favorite pastime in the South for the past 300years. 

Today an estimated 90 per cent of the Negro population 
jj has white blood in its veins - and the "favorite pastime" is 
s itill going strong. This paradoxical situation is the "way of 
life" in our beloved Southlsmd. 
is 




THEIR GRIP CAN BE BROKEN, WITH EFFECTIVE CIVIL RIGHTS 
LEGISLATION 
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ie feooUajr Air Farce 
Brie - bat carrrlfated ctKiiigaidei ■ well, such as job dlr- 
e ritnrn a r i o n and denial of an adequate inafcu of supervisory 
p osition s to qualified Negroes. 

The Brookley Air Farce Base situation, we believe. Is no 
differ en t than the patterns which probably may be found else¬ 
where in the federal services. Race prejoclce is a hydra-head¬ 
ed mo ns t e r which cannot be destroyed by w ishfu l rirfnlrfng nj 
apathetic attitude upon our part. 

We must be ever vigilant against u jsllia bs any fam 
discovered, and this iniquity was been from the womb of race 
prejudice, and b e ca u s e a man happens to held a high position 
with the federal govemmnet does nr * necessarily mean that K* 
has surrendered his perverted thinHwg with 
rights. 

Racists in the federal services may be i qiss led tm con¬ 
tinue finding ways and means of Imposing a second clMS citi¬ 
zenship ’status upon Negroes, as long as Negroes theanehres do 
not show a strong r wie ance to hih» 

At the same time, we can ill-efEcrd to osvieakthe l *ct 
that /we must maintain our self-respect in conmnity life - on 
the job - in the public or a everywh ere els- - mJ ppve to the 
world that we are wartyy of the laurels of ft* dm rtflirniTito 


citi¬ 
es do 


kthe fact 
life -<a 







